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March 22, 2015     Hebrews 5:7-10 

 

7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to 

the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Although 

he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source 

of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of 

Melchizedek.  

 

 I’ll never forget my first year in college being in religion class.  The teacher said, “Jesus would have been a 

football player.”  We laughed, but I think he was serious.  That vision of Jesus is taken from the Bible as we 

envision what He did.  We overturns the money changers table and stills the storm.  He boldly rebukes the 

Pharisees and Teachers of the Law.  His enemies even took note of how He wasn’t afraid of telling people the 

truth.  He would not retreat, even when demons came screaming at Him and demanding, “What do you want 

with us?”  He took control of the situation and commanded them to be quiet and leave.  I see a Commander in 

Jesus.  That’s what He is known as in the Bible - as the Lord of Angel Armies.   

 

Yet when we read through the Scriptures we also see a sensitive and compassionate side of Jesus, as He wept at 

the grave of Lazarus.  He reached out to the lepers and touched them as He healed them.  He also personally and 

physically healed a blind and a deaf man.  He went out of His way to reach out to an adulterous woman from 

Samaria and saved another adulterous woman from being stoned to death.  He was not an emotionless robot or 

an Arnold Schwarzenegger type, but in the same sense I can’t imagine Him being a type of John Boehner who 

would cry at the drop of a hat either.   

 

When I speak like this I run the danger of turning Jesus into an opinion poll.  It doesn’t matter whether you 

think Jesus would ride bikes or catch butterflies.  What matters is what what the Bible says about Him.  What 

does the Holy Spirit want us to know about Him today? 

 

See the Loud Cries and Tears of Jesus 

 

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to 

the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.  The words 

for “prayers” and “petitions” are very passionate words in the Greek, implying someone near desperation.  The 

word even says that He used loud cries and tears in His prayer.  That seems strange and out of character for 

Jesus who was always in command; who wasn’t in the least intimidated by anything prior to this.   

 

Why would He be so desperate?  So seemingly terrified?  Well, the word for today mentions how His prayers 

were connected with death - wanting to be saved from death.  This must take us to the Garden of Gethsemane, 

where the Gospels vividly pictures for us what Jesus was going through.  Matthew 26 describes the scene for us 

in great detail -  

He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and 

troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay 

here and keep watch with me.” 
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In today’s Gospel lesson Jesus also said, “Now my soul is troubled.”  Jesus was troubled because He knew 

exactly what He was headed into.  He was going to be abandoned by the Father; which is exactly how hell is 

described.   

Imagine a husband and a wife being so happily married for thirty to forty years; how the spouse feels so alone 

after the one dies.  Does that compare?  Or imagine being the parent of a really nice teenager who ends up in a 

car wreck and dying.  Does that work?  Not really.  This is worse.  Jesus was one with the Father from eternity - 

not for just 30 or 40 years.  The Father and the Son worked in unison - literally as One and being One - to create 

the world and to redeem Israel and set her aside - through which Jesus could be born.  They had planned this 

salvation from eternity.  But the crux of the matter was that the only way the world could be saved would be if 

the Father abandoned the Son on the cross.  This would be worse than a spouse dying and going to heaven.  

This would be the Father putting the Son through hell and blaming Him for the sins of the world.  This would 

be the Father treating the Son as if He were the enemy; as if it was His fault for what we did.  As painful as it is 

to watch a spouse or a child die; the Father didn’t just have to watch Jesus die; He Himself put Him through 

hell; much worse than death.   Jesus had to endure God in all of His holy wrath being angry at Him and 

punishing Him.   

 

I don’t know how many of you are familiar with the movie “A Christmas Story.”  It’s about this little boy 

named Ralphie who only wants a Red Rider BB Gun for Christmas.  Throughout the story he is constantly 

being chased by a bully.  Finally, he can’t take it anymore and he blows up at the child.  He jumps on him and 

beats on him and calls him every name in the book in a fit of rage.  The only problem was that his mother came 

upon the scene and heard him saying all those nasty things.  When they got home the little brother hid under the 

kitchen sink and cried.  When his mother asked him “Why”, his brother said, “Because dad’s gonna kill 

Ralphie.”  His little brother was scared because for his brother. 

 

Ralphie’s little brother was more scared than he should have been.  But Jesus was not being overly paranoid or 

chicken.   He knew exactly what He was going to get; and it must have been a terrifying thing to make Jesus 

pray they way He did, with drops of blood coming down His face and asking the Father if there could be some 

other way; any other way to save the world.   

 

Even in human terms when you know you have a painful surgery coming up or a difficult chore; sometimes the 

waiting is the hardest part as you think about what is going to happen.  We get ourselves worked into a frenzy 

like Ralphie’s brother.  But this terror was for real and for good reason.  We really can’t ever imagine what 

Jesus was going through, and I don’t think any of us would want to.  Yet the Holy Spirit wrote this to us 

because He wanted us know what Jesus went through - the struggle that He went through FOR US.  Just 

because He was God didn’t mean it was easy for Him.   

 

The writer says that Jesus “learned obedience from what He suffered.”  It’s one thing to be willing to suffer 

for the sins of the world.  It’s another thing to do it.  Obedience is not just saying you’ll do it.  It’s actually 

doing it.  Jesus learned what it meant to be obedient by not only suffering through prayer; but then by going 

through the suffering of the cross.  This is what made Him “perfect,” not in the sense that He wasn’t perfect 

throughout His life or eternity; but in the sense of completing the task that God had sent Him to do.  The cross 

put the bookend on Jesus’ obedience.  As hard as it would have been to go without sleep and without a house or 

a home; to put up with the rejection of His people; the whipping and the mocking; His death on the cross and 

rejection of the Father finished it.  He did everything He was called on to do.   
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So God listened to His cries to accept His sacrifice.  “He was heard because of His reverent submission.”  

When God told Jesus to go to the cross He did not whine or complain.  He got up and said, “Rise, let us go, 

here comes my betrayer.”  This was the perfect obedience the Father called for from the Son, as Paul wrote in 

Ephesians 2:8 that, “he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!” 

 

Does this help you to see your Savior this way?  When you struggle doing something that you know you need to 

do - and when you pray that there would be some other way - Jesus knows the struggle.   When you are worn 

out and tired; and yet you know you are called on to plug along in parenting or working or just living; when a 

coming surgery or loss of ability has you scared; Jesus knows what you’re going through.  It wasn’t easy for 

Him to go to the cross either.  Even as God’s Perfect Son with a perfect will He struggled to do the right thing; 

not because He didn’t want to do it; but because of pain and agony that it would bring.   

 

When I compare what He went through with what I drag my heels at, it is really quite embarrassing.  Why 

should I fear rejection or anger over calling someone to repentance when I have no threats of hell hanging over 

my head?  How hard is it to endure a boss that is rude or a child that is snotty?  How does taking care of an 

ailing parent or dealing with a demanding spouse who doesn’t want to listen to you compare with being put 

through hell by your own father?  My crosses are so much lighter than His, and so are yours.  Yet, oh how we 

love to avoid them and complain about them and not carry them.  Jesus did so much more.   

 

But is that the only reason the Holy Spirit is telling us about Jesus?  To make us feel guilty for our failures?  Not 

at all.  Look at what the writer to the Hebrews says.   Once made perfect, he became the source of eternal 

salvation for all who obey him.  His reason of going to death was to become the only and eternal source of 

salvation.  Think of how these lights are powered by a power source; provided by Consumers’ Energy plant.  

Think of how a flashlight is powered by a battery, or the heat and light of the sun are powered by the burning 

gases of the sun.  Jesus’ death was meant to be the power source through which God could bring all who obey 

him to salvation. 

 

If you think about how God describes Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; it is the death of Christ that provides the 

power behind it.  Listen to how Paul describes baptism in Romans 6, for instance -  

don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

Baptism couldn’t forgive and wash sins away without the death of Christ giving it the power that it has.  Think 

also of Jesus’ words about the Lord’s Supper Matthew 26,  

“Take and eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 

many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Jesus offers forgiveness of sins through the Lord’s Supper because through it He gives us the body and blood 

that is shed for us.   

 

The writer says, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.  1 John 3 says, this is his 

command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 
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How do we ultimately obey God but by believing that He is the only source of salvation who earned our 

salvation for us?  

 

Think of how the legend of the Holy Grail is said to give the ability to live forever on earth.  One movie 

portrayed Indiana Jones as going through all kinds of dangers to try and get it.  That is mere legend for life 

forever on this earth.  Who would want it?  How does it compare to what Jesus offers through His sacrifice; life 

eternal in heaven for those who obey Him? 

 

So when we come and confess our sins, we do it with the faith that our sins are paid for and forgiven; that we 

won’t have to suffer for them in hell.  When we bring our children to be baptized here at the font, we are 

obeying Jesus who told us to do so; believing His promise that through this water our infants are being bathed in 

the blood of Christ.  When we come to the Lord’s Supper and Jesus told us to do, we are believing that as we 

receive this bread and wine we are also receiving His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins; the 

forgiveness which He earned for us and gives us freely in this Supper.  This is our Holy Grail of salvation and 

we come to it often because we believe what Jesus says about it.  This is what Jesus says He came to die for; to 

become the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.  

 

Just recently a movie came out named “American Sniper.”  I haven’t seen it, but I’ve heard it is meant to show 

the courage of what our soldiers go through and the struggles they have in order to fight against the enemies of 

the United States; so that perhaps you will appreciate their service and sacrifice.  Perhaps in watching it some of 

our young men and women will be motivated to follow in his steps.   

 

The description of Jesus in the Garden shows us the human struggles that Jesus had to go through in order to 

save us.  Here we see our God and Savior crying to God with loud tears; not just to open us up to the sensitive 

side of Jesus.  It is meant to open my eyes to the courage and sacrifice Christ made for me; to show me how my 

God and Savior faced hell for me; to be my eternal source of salvation.  It was an impossible thing - to endure 

hell and yet live to tell about it.  That is more than a motivational story.   It is the story of salvation meant to 

open my eyes to what a difficult and wonderful sacrifice my Savior made for me and you.   Amen.  


